                                                      Singing Frogs
   Fellow Marines and co-workers. Many of you will remember when we received a large donation of "singing frogs". These were green stuffed frog dolls that would sing when a button was pressed. This was perhaps 2005 during my first stint as Toys for Tots coordinator. I received a phone call asking if our campaign would be interested in receiving a warehouse full of these things.

   I met the man at his warehouse in Glasgow and decided that we could put these to good use. 7 or 8 of you brought pickups, horse trailers, and even a couple of U-haul trucks. We kept a small crew busy unloading at Malcolm's while another crew loaded returning trucks. Well, it was an all-day affair but at the end of day, we had a lot of singing frogs at Malcolm's. Our first hurried count was 11,500 but this figure grew with each count. We ultimately put the figure at 16,500. We distributed frogs to area schools, hospitals, Salvation Armies, and any other place that requested toys. TFT headquarters arranged for a large tractor trailer truck to pick up our extra frogs and take them to Memphis. We were careful to utilize every square inch of space when loading, and even then, it required about four of us to close the doors as the last case was forced in. Malcolm now had his warehouse back and we had filled every request received that year.
   About two years later, while working as a park ranger at Mammoth Cave Park, I was giving a talk to about 100 third graders and spotted something that will always be with me. A little girl in the back of the crowd, from Simpson County where we had taken a trailer load of frogs, was hugging an ugly but lovable green frog. It was obvious that this frog meant something to her and is one of my fondest TFT memories. I like to think of it as our legacy. Keep up the good work!   

